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Looking Back

August 8, 2009, seems like a
dream. Where did the time go?
The picture that was dim has
now become clear, helping me
to understand more about the
Sovereignty of Almighty God.
Every misstep in the jungle of
immigration’s proceeding was a
step nearer home; the problem
was | couldn’t see it. Returning
home after 23 years was a
shock, too much had changed.
After the initial phase of
helping out here and there, it
was time to settle down and
find a place to reside. Deciding
that Corn Island, where | grew
up, is that place helped
mitigate the longing for my
family. After settling in, the
guestion was: where do | go
from here?

Struggles Along the Way

| started by helping out at the
church that my adopted dad
founded by preaching and
working with the young people.
Soon they got attached to me
and ruffled some feathers with
the leadership who told me |
was not welcome to work with
the young people anymore
because of my doctrinal belief
(The issue of the Sabbath). |
was shocked to say the least as
| find myself with no place to
minister. | don’t understand,
was my complaint to the Lord.

This rejection started a new
chapter in my life. Shortly after
this incident the Lord provided
a place for my husband and | to
live (he was in the process of
wrapping things up and moving
down to be with me) a spacious
home that would later be used
for ministry endeavors.

The Journey Begins

The First step on this new
journey was my ordination to
pastoral ministry by the Miami
Seventh Day Baptist Church.
This was a unique experience in
that the Examination Council
was gathered in Miami and |
was in Corn Island, Nicaragua.
Thanks to modern technology,
the whole process was done via
Skype on the 27" of February
2011.

The next step was ordination
that would take place here in
Corn Island on March 27, 2011.
Another wonderful experience
as family members, pastors and
friends gathered from far and
near to join in this wonderful
celebration.

Officiating stors: Joe Samuels
(Plainfield SDB), Andrew Samuels

(Senior Pastor Miami SDB Church,
Gordon Lawton, Director COM)

Joining in this wonderful time
of celebration were my
husband Fernando Morgan, my
daughter Jessica Molina, my
grandson Isaiah Bell and a
wonderful sister in the Lord Kay
Maltby from Plainfield, NJ. We
also had a host of family and
friends representing the many
churches from the Island and
Bluefields.

Partial view of those in attendance

Present Ministry
Endeavos

Sabbath Eve Services

Since the first Sabbath Eve
service on March 25, 2011, |
continue to have weekly
services. This is exciting and
challenging at the same time.
The attendance remains steady
with an average of 15. There is
a family who is very committed
to the ministry. This is the
result of showing God’s love in
a practical way to them. God




allowed me to minister to this
family during their time of
bereavement resulting in their
active participation in all the
areas of ministry. God is
indeed wonderful.

basis and enjoy participating in
the discussions. The young
people are being challenge to
actively participate in the
different areas. Since most of
these young people were not
church goers we had to start by
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“Where are the children?”
These words from a song have
been my constant companion.
| hear the lyrics again and again
as | watch children being
delegated to a second place in
ministry endeavors. With this in
mind | felt the tugging of the
Lord to focus on children, so on
the 16" of April we held the
first Sabbath School class. The
average attendance is 30. Each
week the children are excited
to come and learn the songs,
the stories, do craft activities,
etc. At times they show up an
hour early, therefore things
must be prepared and ready
way in advance. The hope is
that this group of children will
be the ones to break the
generational curses that are on
their families.
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Youth Fellowship

The youth fellowship got
underway in the month of June
and is going strong. A few
adults show up on a regular

It is wonderful to see them
starting to come out of their
shell. Late into the evening
they will hang around learning
new songs and having fun.

All these ministries take place
in the house in which we are
living. The two car garage
opens to the street and
accommodates about 32
people comfortable. Sabbath
School meets in our dining
room area which can also
accommodate up to 50 people.

Radio Program

The desire to reach people
through all possible means, led
to a weekly thirty (30) minutes
radio program. The feedback
from those who tune in is
encouraging.

Other Areas of Ministry
T Many come for prayer
or to seek advice for
their many problems.
They come from all
walks of life. For me,

this is both
overwhelming and
rewarding at the same
time.

9 I actively participate in
the Island’s Pastoral
Committee endeavors.

I Overseeing the ministry
in Puerto Cabezas which
continues to get
stronger.

9 Filed paperwork to
obtain legal status as a
conference.

Looking Ahead

God’s willing; from September
30" to October 2" we will be
having our first Seventh Day
Baptist Conference here in
Nicaragua. While it will be very
small, it is a step in the right
direction.

At present we have three active
churches, Puerto Cabezas,
Waspan, and Corn Island.
Joining us will be 6 others
pastors interested in becoming
part of the Conference. These
pastors have work with Pastor
Vicente Valendres (pastor of
Puerto Cabezas church) in the
past. | am excited about the
work here in Nicaragua and
looking forward to the planting
of more churches, not only in
Nicaragua but also in other
Central America countries.

Personal

Over the years | have been
praying and fasting, and asking
the Lord to bring my husband
and me under the same
umbrella of ministry. | Had no
idea how God would do this,
but now | know. It took my
return to Nicaragua to bring
about this wonderful
partnership. | thank God for
my husband Fernando Morgan,
who is an integral part of this
ministry. He is also excited
about what God is doing in us
and through us. When asked
what he is doing down here, his
quick answer is “full time



ministry”. He loves the children
and they respect him. He has
developed a great rapport with
them.

Week after week, whether it is
Sabbath Eve Services,
Children’s Sabbath School, the
Radio Program, Youth
Fellowship, or other ministry
activities, he is right there
working hand in hand with me.
We make a very good team and
| can’t stop praising God for
that.

Fernando and Shirley Morgan

Difficulties

At present, | am face with the
difficulties that come with
trying to build a ministry from
ground zero while working full
time. The job | have requires a
lot of time and energy, and the
worst part is all the reports that
are required. The amount of
paperwork can be
overwhelming and takes too
much time to complete. The
first phase of the project ends
in May 2012, although there is
talk about extending it until
September 2012.

My plan is to continue working
until the end of the project,
God willing, and then engage in
full time ministry. Full time
ministry will allow me the

freedom to train leaders, visit
the communities, plant
churches in other areas, and
other ministry outreach. For
this to come to fruition, | will
need the support of the
Brethren, like you. Will you
prayerfully consider helping
with the work God has placed
before us in Central America?
This support could be as
follows: Perhaps there are 40
people who could donate
$20.00 a month; or perhaps
there are just 16 of you that
could donate $50.00 monthly,
starting in 2012. Please pray
about this with me. Maybe
God will lay it on your heart to
become a Partner in Ministry
with me here in Nicaragua. |
am very grateful for all the help
| have received so far which is
being used for  ministry
endeavors.

| am so very grateful to all who
have supported me in prayer
and financial contributions
toward God’s Kingdom building
in Nicaragua. Thank You to
each person, church, or group
that has contributed. Because
of your generous support,
many lives are being changed
as people hear and accept the
message of salvation through
Jesus. You play an important
role in the witness here. | pray
that the Lord will bless and
reward you for your generosity.

Thanks to all my brethren who
continue to pray for me, my
family, and God’s work here in
Nicaragua. It is encouraging to
hear someone say “you are
always in my prayer” or “our
church is praying for you”.

As you read this update, ask
God to show you how you can
partner with this ministry. The
need is great but our God is
greater.

If you have any questions or
comments, please contact me:

Pastor Shirley Morgan
Email: MShirley45@aol.com
Phone: 786-397-6648

(This is a US number)
Address:
Contiguo Restaurante Relax
Barrio South End
Corn Island, Nicaragua.

matthew 28:18 -20 (NIRV) \

Then Jesus came to them.

He said, "All authority in
heaven and on earth has
been given to me. So you
must go and make
disciples of all nations.
Baptize them in the
name of the Father and
of the Son and of the
Holy Spirit. Teach them
to obey everything |
have commanded you.
And you can be sure that
| am always with you, to
the very end."
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